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Denmark by Prussia and Austria in 1864. The Nazi offence here was
flagrant because the conduct of the Danes had been a model of good
behaviour. Between 1864 and 1918, the Danes had received extreme
provocation; for Prussia, who had acquired the whole of the joint
Austro-Prussian conquests at Denmark's expense through the sub-
sequent Prussian victory over Austria in 1866, had never carried out
the undertaking to hold a plebiscite in Northern Slesvik which the
Austrians had chivalrously insisted upon inserting into the Austro-
Prussian Peace Treaty of Prague; and for the next half-century the
Prussian regime had done its utmost to germanize the Slesvik Danes
by much the same methods as those which it employed against the
Poles in the Ostmark. Nevertheless, in 1919-20, when Germany was
prostrate, the Danes did not allow themselves to be influenced by
feelings of revenge and were scrupulous in declining to take back
more from Germany than was due to them in justice. Indeed, the
Danish Government were more moderate in their presentation of the
Danish case than the Commission of the Peace Conference of Paris
to which the question was referred by the Allied and Associated
Powers; and the boundaries of the two zones that were delimited for
the purpose of the plebiscite were drawn in such a way that, when
(according to expectations) the northern zone voted for Denmark and
the southern for Germany, the German minority which was thereby
brought under Danish rule was not greater in numbers than the
Danish minority which was still left in Germany.1 Thereafter, the
Danish authorities were careful to give their handful of new German
subjects the utmost freedom in the linguistic, educational and
cultural spheres. In view of all this, the Danes had at least as good
reason as the English to complain of German ingratitude in 1933.2
The ingratitude here took the extreme form of a threat which was
first uttered in April by a certain Pastor Peperkorn, who was one of
the North-Slesvik German Nazi leaders. The Nazis, he said, intended
to reconquer Northern Slesvik for Germany 'in a lightning flash',
and after ibis fait accompli a revision of the Danish-German frontier
would follow through direct negotiations a deux without any foreign
interference. In other words, the Nazis proposed to recompense
Denmark for her moderation by dealing with her over Northern
Slesvik as the Poles* had dealt with Lithuania over Vilna3 and the
Japanese with China over Manchuria.4 The Nazis might reply that
* See the History of the Peace Conference of Paris, vol. ii, pp. 203-6.
., " The point was not overlooked by Sir Austen Chamberlain in his speech in
tlie Mouse of Commons at Westminster on the 7th July 1933
s See the Survey for 1920-3, Part III, section (ii) 2 (6)
4 See the Survey for 1931, Part IV, section (iii) (&) (2)